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Mission Malters

David Prest Jr., President, Idaho Conference

The world has changed since the arrival of COVID-19! We
engage in social distancing at church, in stores, in restaurants
and in other public places. We greet each other with a smile
instead of a handshake or a hug. We wash our hands and
use hand sanitizer more often than was our habit in the past.
We have learned to conduct meetings utilizihg Zoom video
conferencing or other similar platforms. When our schools
closed, our educators, students, and parents utilized distance
learning. When our churches closed, we employed virtual
worship. Our pastors, church leadersand memberslearned how
to pursue mission and ministry creatively
and technologically. As Seventh-day e
Adventist Christians, we concluded
that we must respect and embrace the
constitutional right every American has

for good health and wholeness.

centered Seventh-day Adventist
message of hope and
wholeness.

We grieve the 6.6 milion people in the
world who have acquired COVID-19,
and the 1.85 milion Americans who »
have tested positive with the virus. We
mourn the 371,000 people in the world
who have died from the disease, and the 107,000 Americans
who have passed away from COVID-19'. We grieve the
grandfathers and grandmothers, fathers and mothers, brothers
and sisters, young people and children who now occupy a
grave or cremation urn. They were real people who no longer

live. We also grieve those who have lost their job and are now

unemployed as the result of the pandemic.

The coronavirus did not catch God by surprise. He saw it from
eternity. Why did He allow it to invade planet Earth? | do not
know His reasons why, but | believe He has allowed it to serve
as a spiritual wake-up call for His church and for people in

secular society. People in the church and people outside of
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the church are asking good questions. Their hearts are open to

a relatfionship with Jesus, and fo biblical fruths.

Are there other positive results from this crisis? Some families
have increased their quality time together. People have
reached out to their neighbors with a helping hand and grown
their friendship. New relationships have developed among
neighbors. Some people have evaluated their lives and

developed new priorities.

We are living in unprecedented times. |
believe we are living in the last days of Earth’s
history. The times in which we live call for an

unprecedented focus on mission.

We are called to make
disciples in our communities,
sharing the distinctive, Christ-

You may recall that the Idaho Conference has
a biblically bold mission. | quote, “We are called
to make disciples in our communities, sharing
the distinctive, Christ-centered Seventh-day

Adventist message of hope and wholeness.”

How does employing the above mission look
for you individually? How does it look for your

church family?

When it comes to mission we must press forward by God's
grace and by His Spirit. We need to be Holy Spirit filled like never
before, praying like never before, biblically bold like never
before, creative like never before, passionate for lost souls like
never before and growing God's Kingdom like never before!

Let us join hearts and hands and be about our Father’s business!

IStatistics were from 06/02/2020 COVID-19 (Coronavirus

disease) alert.



Allewtion k-MarT Shoppers

John Rogers, Vice President, Finance & Administration, Idaho Conference

As a child | remember that new store opening up across town;
it had almost everything a person could want under one roof!
It was an event when the family all went shopping at K-Mart,
Mom could look at clothes, dad could browse the hardware
section, and all the while we kids were amply entertained in
the toy section. Periodically we would hear the sound system
interrupt with the exciting announcement, “Aftention K-Mart
shoppers, we have a blue-light special going on in ...” some

section of the store. They certainly had our attention.

In Amos chapter 4 God is holding His own blue-light special.
He is telling the Israelites all the ways He has tried to get their
attention. God mentionsthat He caused hungerin every city. He
withheld the rain before the crops were ready. The Lord struck
the gardens and vineyards with blight and mildew. Many times,
He sent locust to devour. God sent plagues, kiled the young
men in war. Horses were captured.
Cities were overthrown. And each
time a calamity is mentioned Amos
writes, ”yet you have not returned to

Me,” declares the Lord.”

The people thought they were doing
all the right things because they were
bringing their sacrifices, tithes, and
offerings. They assumed all these
calamities were just the way things
go with nature and in life. Yet through
the prophets and all these events,

God was just trying to get their attention.

Towards the end of this chapter is the verse that probably
inspired the phrase, “prepare to meet your maker.” God is
letting them know that if they aren’t going fo return to Him
after all these attention getters, they better prepare after
hearing His warnings through the prophet Amos. The chapter

ends with the declaration that through the trials which, come

our way we will come to know that’ “the Lord God Almighty

is His name.”

Isaiah 13:7 says, “Because of this, all hands will go limp, every
heart will melt with fear.” God allows things to happen in our
lives that are designed to get our attention. There may be
other reasons too, but even more than K-Mart, God wants

our attention.

Is God still seeking our attention today? You don't have to look
very far to see everything that is happening. Today, do we still
just see these events as a part of life? Or is God trying to get

our attention?

I'd like to focus for a bit on data from the financial markets
and how they might be telling us that God is trying to
get our attention. The graph below shows the last 30
years history of
the Volatility Index
(ticker symbol VIX).
The index is also
commonly known
as the “Fear Index”.
This index tracks
the volatility in U.S.
financial  markets.
When investors
are afraid of not
being able to make
money in the near future they panic and sell their stocks,
creating volatility. When things are humming along nicely
and investors are confident in their ability to make money,

the index hovers in the 10-15 range.

The graph shows that, in roughly the first 20 years of the
time-period shown, investors only reached a fear level of

40 or higher on 3 occasions. However, in roughly the last

continued on page 12
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Distant Learving in Idaho AdvenlisT Schools:

The Good, the Hard and the 0dd

Patrick Frey, Superintendent of Schools, Idaho Conference

The 2019-2020 School year has been one that a generation of
students will not forget thanks to COVID-19. While most of the
year was spent in classrooms, those days will not be the ones
remembered. Instead it will be days under social distancing,
a phrase most of us probably had not heard before.

It is easy to only focus on the negative events in 2020. But |
want to share with you some of the good things that have
come out the pandemic, as well some of the odd things and
some hard things not mentioned.

One of the good things was that most of our schools were
prepared for the shutdown and were online with in days
the doors closed. Jessica Davidson, teacher at the Eagle
Adventist School, commented, “we did not miss a single day
of school because of this pandemic, and my students are
still learning and working in the face of all the challenges.”
Boyde Hosey, head teacher of the Baker Adventist Christian
School, had the students being taught and completing
online assignments several weeks in the classroom before
school shutdown. They took their books and desk items home
the day school closed and were up and running the next day
as if nothing had happened.

There were some challenges to be sure. Some students did
not have a technology device to logon to the internet to
attend classes. To solve this problem, many of schools sent
home Chrome Books or iPads for students that needed them.
Internet access was also a problem. “When we realized that
three families didn’t have internet,” explained Bobi Crenshaw
of the Hilltop Adventist School in Twin Falls, “a couple of board
members got busy and helped figure it out.” They were able
to get free internet for one family, one family received funds
to get online and the school provide a hotspot for the third.

As daysrolled by, Ever Perez, Bible teacher and pastorat Gem
State Adventist Academy, noticed some unusual behaviors
in his sfudents. He said, “I had a freshman who really didn’t
like having class at 8:00 a.m. so he would show up for class
long enough for attendance and then would mysteriously
disappear; never to be seen again that day.

“l had several that liked to eat during class, so all | would
see for the first 30 minutes of class was food being shoveled
into an open mouth followed by chewing, followed by
shoveling, followed by chewing....

The freshmen were my most challenging class. | had kids
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often show up wrapped in blankets, you could tell they had
just opened their eyes because they weren't really open.

In several classes the Zoom view of my students could at
times get very interesting. | had a sophomore who loved to
walk around his house during class. He also preferred the
up-nostril view while he walked around. Very disconcerting.

| also had several scalpers. They would set the camera so
that all | could see was the very top of their heads. Enough
to know they were there, but not enough to know what
they were doing (which was clearly, not participating).

Then there were the “sihouette-ers.” The students who
would sit with a window or light behind them, making
it impossible to see more than a silhouette. It was like a
45-minute shadow puppet show.”

Bobi had “one child trying to focus in class while his baby
brotheris banging him on the head with a metal bowl. We've
had dogs, a lot of cats and kittens, a baby quail, younger
siblings, older siblings, parents and grandparents in our
Zoom meetings.”

There were also some cool things happening. Many teachers
had parent volunteers help them with technology and other
needs. One teacher made it to many of the students’ 23
homes doing porch drop offs. Then students were driven by
her house and would drop off treats for her such as crazy socks,
yummy pastries and flowers. Now those are morale boosters!

There were also the challenges. Most of the teachers had
to worked far longer hours per day doing Distance Learning
teaching than teaching pre-COVID-19. Some children were
having a hard time sleeping or were becoming depressed,
many kids missed their classrooms and their friends. Not being
in the classroom caused some students to lose motivation
during the last weeks of school.

But through all this, every morning a great bunch of teachers
turned on their computers, greeted their students and did
their best to make learning interesting and meaningful for
their students, no matter how tired they were or how long the
day was. By the grace of God, they taught.

So, this summer thank the teachers that your children had.



Save The Vates

Events and News in the Idaho Conference

At this point, we are planning to hold the following events at
Camp lda-Haven this fall.

September 11 - 13, 2020: Women's Retfreat
October 2 - 4, 2020: Elders Retreat
November 13-15, 2020: Idaho Conference Prayer Conference

We have all learned to be flexible this year! While we are
hopeful that we will be able to hold each of these events
in person, we are preparing for the possibility that we will
need to postpone, cancel, or move to a digital format. We
may even hold the event and offer it digitally. Watch our
website https://ldahoAdventist.org and our social media
@ldahoAdventist (Facebook, Instagram and Twitter) for
updates as the summer progresses.

New Idaho Conference e-Newsletter!

Beginning in June 2020, the Idaho Conference launched
a monthly e-newsletter, Mission Matters — in southern Idaho
and eastern Oregon. The North Pacific Union has helped to
facilitate signups for our newsletter, as well as the renamed
Northwest Adventists weekly e-newsletter.

We were able to use the email addresses that existed in our
membership system. Those addressesreceived an invitation to
opt-in to both of these e-newsletters, as well as e-newsletters
from other conferences in the Pacific Northwest.

If you did not receive an emaill invitation, visit the following
page to sign up: https://connect.nwadventists.com.

lroducing: The Class of 2020/

Meet the graduates from Gem State Adventist Academy
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Students and close family celebrated
graduation outside this year, with social
distancing practices in place.
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Thank you Mrs. Davies for 31 years of
service to the students and families of
Gem State Adventist Academy!
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(continued from page 3, Attention K-Mart Shoppers)

10 years there have been 6 occasions where the fear level

reached 40 or higher, with 2 of those hitting the 90 range.

The Bible tells us that as we get closer to the end of time people
will become more and more afraid. This graph is showing us just
that. In the last roughly 10 years we've had twice the number of
fearful events as we had in the previous 20 years! Perhaps God is

trying to get our attention.

As Christians, we know we do not have to be afraid. There are
many texts like Psalm 46:2, which says, “Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart

of the sea.” When God is the center of our attention, we will know

who is in control of our lives and all that happens on this planet.

We do not have to be afraid.

Yet through all that is happening to create fear, is God trying to
get our atftention? I'm sure God is trying to get the atftention of
those who are not Christians. And God is giving us the priviege
of partnering with Him to reach them. God may be seeking your
attention as well. Just because we profess to be His followers
does not exempt us from just going through the motions. God
wants more than the motions, He wants your heart, Please give

Him your attention today.

Congratulations to our 2020 graduates,, whether from k-8, high school, undergrad or
graduate school, we could not be more proud!



